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What is Love Where U Live?
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FESTIVAL MANCHESTER IS COMING.
THE BIGGEST CHRISTIAN MISSION IN
THE REGION FOR A GENERATION.
From 22–24 July 2022 we’re heading to Platt Fields in Manchester for
three action-packed days. High-energy gigs, a huge kids’ zone, fun
fair, extreme sports and family fun area are just some of the things to
expect as we gather at the park and share the love of Jesus. We’re
dreaming big and want to see tens of thousands of people join us and
hear the message of hope.

BIG PICTURE
But it’s about more than just three days. Festival Manchester is about
18 months of the church stepping up and stepping out to introduce
people across the region to Jesus. Together, we’ll unite in prayer,
mission and action on a scale never seen before.
Build-up events will take place across the region reaching out to
schools, prisons, business leaders, women and many other groups in
our society, making sure that everyone gets to hear the gospel.
Organised by The Message Trust and Luis Palau Association, the local
church is at the heart of Festival Manchester. Our power is in our
unity. As we come together, we’ll see thousands of people equipped
to share their faith, people passionately praying for their friends, the
church stepping out and tens of thousands of lives impacted.
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WHAT IS LOVE WHERE U LIVE?
Word and deed go hand in hand. So, as well as telling people about
Jesus we’ll show them his love too. The church and thousands of
volunteers will take to the streets with Love Where U Live social
action projects where we’ll clear gardens, pick up litter and breathe
new life into forgotten parts of the community. As we work, we’ll get
to know the people who live there and invite them to the festival
weekend.

TIMELINE
2 June - Church Leaders’
Launches (2pm & 7pm)

Monthly Prayer and Vision
Breakfasts (Starting
September 2021)
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2 April – Festival
Manchester Worship
and Prayer Event

4–14 July – Festival
Friend Training

9 May – 10 June
Friendship Evangelism
Training

4

22–24 July
Festival Manchester 2022

15–21 July – Festival
Outreach Week

25 July Onwards – Follow
Up and Ongoing Unified
Evangelism Strategy

HOW WILL THIS HAPPEN?
There are two areas of activity – campaigns and projects – that Love
Where U Live will focus on.

CAMPAIGNS
These are major initiatives through which we’re hoping to try and
tackle key issues that we believe the church can significantly impact
by uniting. These are:

Fostering and Adoption

Partnering with Home For Good, we will raise the issue of the need
for Christian families to consider whether they might be able to
foster or adopt children who are in need of a secure, loving family
environment. Awareness, training, support and guidance will be
offered to all those who are interested in considering this.
Home For Good will host sessions throughout the North West and are
willing to present to individual churches who want to hear more. We
believe that together we can significantly reduce the list of children
who need families.

Homelessness

There are so many great initiatives that already exist to serve those
who are experiencing homelessness or are vulnerably housed and
we’ll be working with Barnabus, Embassy and others who serve so
well in this area. In addition to organising specific outreach events
for this community, we will also highlight opportunities for individual
Christians to volunteer for these charities and
help raise up partner churches that can support
men and women who have been resettled into
homes, ensuring that they do not fall back into
homelessness and that they are effectively
discipled.

Food Poverty

The Message Trust has developed Community
Groceries that, partnering with a local church,
provide families who are finding the cost of the
weekly shop difficult somewhere where they can
access affordable food shopping. In addition,
there are free courses and support for members
in areas such as debt management, healthy
cooking, exploring Christianity, parenting and
much more. We expect that by July 2022 there
will be at least one grocery in every borough of
Greater Manchester, as well as other branches
across the North West.
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Environment

Working with Orchards Everywhere we have purchased root stocks
for 5,000 fruit trees. Some of these will go to help establish a new
orchard in Platt Fields Park, but there will still be plenty left over for
your church to plant as part of a project if you’d like to. Not only
will it improve the environment, increase biodiversity, be a source of
community food, but it will also help to off-set the carbon footprint of
the festival.

Young People

As part of Festival Manchester a schools tour across Greater
Manchester on a scale never seen before is being planned. Mission
teams and bands will head into hundreds of high schools delivering
assemblies, lessons and gigs all with the message of Jesus at the
heart. Giving hope to a generation whose mental health has been
disproportionately affected by Covid-19. Each young person who sees
a team in school will be invited to the festival weekend.

PROJECTS
Projects are where we’re all going to be working together to show
Jesus’ love in action to communities. In the weekends running up to
the festival, as well as during the week of 18-22 July we’re dreaming
of seeing over 200 projects run across Greater Manchester that will
be spearheaded by the local church - each meeting a need in their
community and improving the lives of their neighbours. And this is
where we need you!
The festival weekend is taking place in the school holidays and whilst
we’re aware that leading up to the weekend some young people
will still be in school, those who have taken GCSE’s, A levels or at
university will be available to help with your project.

HOW CAN WE
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GET INVOLVED?
Love Where U Live is all about reaching out to the world around
us with loads of creativity and energy, mixed with lots of love and
compassion all directed towards a clearly identified goal in the
community. And we’d love for you and your church to be part of this.
There will be eight stages to the planning and running of each project.

1.

Identify your project

2. Send in your proposal
3. Build your team
4. Plan and gather your resources
5. Tell people what’s happening
6. Hit the streets
7.

Invite people to Festival Manchester

8. Tell us your stories
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.1. IDENTIFY YOUR PROJECT
Working with a group of people you have brought together, the first
thing to do is identify the area or community where you’re going to
carry out your project. Once you have a place in mind you can then
start thinking about needs within that area and ways in which you
can start addressing these. You can dream as big as you want but we
think most projects work best when they are carried out within one
ward.
It may be that there are loads of young children in your area
who don’t have much to do so you may put on a kids’ club; an area is
always covered in rubbish so you decide to organise a litter
pick; a graffiti-filled wall needs cleaning and to a mural
painting on it or that you want to be part of helping
improve the mental and emotional well being of those in your
community. (See page 11 for more project ideas).
As you’re thinking up your project you’ll find there are loads of things
that you could do, but the first priority is to think how your Love
Where U Live project can effectively serve your community. If your
project doesn’t come into contact with anyone in the local area your
time will have been wasted. Listening to the community is a critical
step in mission not just to understand the needs, but the strengths
and contributions around us. So, we would suggest that as part of
planning your project you carry out a listening exercise with the local
community and other organisations working in the area.
What you do may only take a few hours or a couple of days, but
whatever length it can make a significant impact. Short-term projects
can be effective for a number of reasons. They are very inclusive,
anyone who can pick up litter, wash a car, make a cup of tea or kick a
ball can take part. You don’t have to be a highly skilled communicator,
just a willing servant. They also give a chance for the church to
connect with community groups and agencies like the police and the
local council in a positive way. They can also be a huge amount of fun
and give young people an opportunity to serve.
We want to be a blessing to our local communities by identifying
local needs with the community and then coming up with a plan
together on how to bring about a positive change.
When thinking up your project, it is good to see what projects have
been done in your area in the past and evaluate their impact, thinking
about how they could have been even more effective. You can also
research what has worked in similar situations to yours in other parts
of the UK. Or you might decide to do something completely different.
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Ideally each project will have four elements
Prayer

All mission starts from a place of prayer. Creatively think about what
this might look like for you and your group.

Proclamation

How will your project tell people about Jesus?

Action

This is when you go out and do the project itself.

Invitation

How will you use your Love Where U Live project to get the people
you meet to the festival weekend in Platt Fields?

2. SEND IN YOUR PROPOSAL
Let us know online what you’re planning by heading to
festivalmanchester.com/lovewhereulive and filling in your project
registration form. One of our team will then be in touch to chat to you
more about this.

3. BUILDING YOUR TEAM
To make your idea happen you’re going to need people. So, the next
thing to do is build your team.
There are lots of groups of people you can ask to volunteer from
people in your church or community, to young people or other
ministries. All we ask is that volunteers love Jesus and are excited
about getting stuck in whilst also inviting people to come along to the
festival weekend.
To make building your team easier, the festival weekend is taking
place in the school holidays. Whilst in the build-up to the weekend
some young people will still be in school, those who have taken
GCSE’s, A levels or at university will be available to help.
There are so many benefits to volunteering that getting people on
board should be easy.

4. PLAN AND GATHER YOUR
RESOURCES
Once you’ve got plans for your projects finalised you will need
to make sure your project is resourced and decide how you can
find the necessary finance to cover those resources. Before you
start gathering these things you will need to include the resources
and equipment to carry out the project, as well as the snacks and
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refreshments for the team. There are many practical ways you can
raise money for your project.
At the same time, you’ll need to make sure you get any permissions
you need for your project in place – the sooner you can do this the
better.

5. TELL PEOPLE WHAT’S
HAPPENING
As part of the planning and build-up for your Love Where U Live
project you’ll need to tell people what’s planned and happening. This
will include your community, local churches, other community groups
as well as local agencies and officials for example, the local Council,
councillors, police (if needed).
In the build-up to Love Where U Live, you’ll be sent more information
about how you can tell your local media about what’s happening,
ideas for how to connect with local Facebook/community groups as
well as a banner to display in the area where you’re working.

6. HIT THE STREETS
You’ve done the planning; got your team together and now it’s time
to GO!
Each day should start in prayer with you and your team(s) coming
together to spend time asking God for opportunities to tell people
about him that day. This will also give you a chance to give out any
final information you need to. From there you can head into the area
where you’re working.

7. INVITE PEOPLE TO FESTIVAL
MANCHESTER
As you work we want to be telling people about the Festival
Manchester weekend, inviting them along to join in the fun. To help
with this we’ll be providing each team with flyers that they can give
out inviting people to Platt Fields on 22–24 July.

8. TELL US YOUR STORIES
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We can’t wait to hear about what God’s going to do through Love
Where U Live, so as you go out we want to hear your stories and
how things are going each day. There will be a quick and easy form
available online and we’ll tell you more about how to find this as the
festival gets closer.
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MENTAL WELLBEING
Covid-19 has had a major impact on the mental health of all sectors of
society but many health professional are concerned it might have had a
disproportionate effect on high school age pupils and the elderly. Please be
mindful of this when planning your projects. Evidence shows that there are
some key things that help mental and emotional well being that are likely to
achieved through a Love Where U Live project. They include:
Gratitude

Physical exercise

Working in teams

Outdoor working

Intergenerational engagement

Helping Others

PROJECT IDEAS
20 ideas to get you started
•

Kids’ afternoon play scheme

•

Dance or DJ workshops

•

Arranging a local community party with games for kids
and their parents
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•

Create a mural that depicts community values

•

Clean local shop windows and touch up paintwork

•

Multi-sports tournaments

•

Craft/painting activities

•

Litter picking

•

Decorating community centre

•

Have a water fight (invite the fire brigade!)

•

Ask your local hospice how you can bless them

•

Gardening project & hedge cutting

•

Repairing vandalism or remove graffiti

•

Help elderly in practical ways

•

Bicycle and skateboard hospital

•

Construct new play facility

•

Animal Hospital (invite RSPCA)

•

Health awareness campaign with local surgery

•

Wrap up your week with a free BBQ

•

Plant a fruit tree or even an orchard

Fest
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IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS
OR WANT TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT
LOVE WHERE U LIVE GET IN TOUCH.
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